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Little Rock, AR72212

(s}t) 748-4792
Julie.munroe@windstream. com
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March 12,2019

Mr. Michael Hybl
Executive Director
Nebraska Public Service Commission
300 The Atrium, 1200 "N" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508C

RE: In the Matter of the Nebraska Public Service Commission, on its own Motion to
administer the Universal Service Fund High-Cost Program: \üindstream Nebraska,Inc.
Broadband Grant Requests

Dear Mr. Hybl

V/indstream Nebraska, Inc. hereby submits the attached application for broadband funding from
the Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) for a Fixed V/ireless project to serve the Southern
area of the Ft-*o¿ nlOZ g*rnung.. Specifically, Windstream proposes to place one remote
Base Station approximately 4 miles west southwest of the Elmwood Central Offrce, and
equipment at the Central Offrce. The Elmwood remote Base Station will provide the broadband
connection to the customers, and have fiber backhaul to the Elmwood Central Office. An
electronic version of this filing has also been submitted to the NUSF Staff.

If you have any questions or require any additional information, please let me know

Sincerely

Julie Munroe

Enclosures



WINSTREAM NEBRASKA, INC

NUSF-99 PRICE CAP APPLICATION - Elmwood EXCHANGE RL07

Checklist ltem No. 1:

A description of the proposed broadband project including download/upload speed capabilities which

can be provided and a description of the proposed network infrastructure to be deployed. Minimum

speed standards should be 4 mbps download and L mbps upload.

Windstream's Response :

Windstream submits the following project for the Commission's consideration of NUSF-99 broadband

funding, to be constructed upon funding approval, using funding available from the 2017 funding
allocation.

Fixed Wireless to serve the Southeastern area of Elmwood, NE ILEC Exchange (Partial funding

requested)

The Central Office for Elmwood is currently connected with interoffice fiber facilities. Customers within
reach of the office are qualified for 4Mbps down / 1-Mbps upload broadband or better (up to 100Mbps),

depending on the copper loop length from the equipment. This project intends to address those
customers in the Southeastern area of the exchange that have exceptionally long loop lengths and have

no or limited broadband (below 25 Mbps) by providing a Fixed Wireless solution.

The project will place equipment at two sites, one remote Base Station approximately 2.2 miles

Southeast of the Elmwood Central Office, and equipment at the Central Office.

The Elmwood remote Base Station will provide the broadband connection to the customers,

and have wireless backhaul to the Elmwood Central Office.

These network upgrades will enable a network capable of minimum speeds of 10Mbps download and

lMbps upload for all impacted customers and depending upon the distance from the remote Base

Station, the majority of customers will have speeds of 25Mbps and up to 100Mbps available.

Windstream projects the total deployment costs for this project is 5L45,417, and Windstream is

requesting Nebraska Universal Service Funding of 587,878, the difference between the total project

costs and the requested funding is because Windstream is not seeking funding for the areas funded by

the FCC's Connect America Fund Phase 2 program or have a wireline competitor. Windstream is

requesting that the funding for this project be applied against the remaining20LT funds allotted to
Windstream.
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Attached Checklist ltem #6 provides a listing of the retail pricing for the broadband services Windstream

will be offering in the proposed service areas, This price list is consistent with Windstream pricing for
similar services in other Nebraska exchanges.

Checklist ltem No.7:

The company's commitment to offer broadband services to all households within the service area of the
project for a minimum of five (5) years.

Windstream Response:

lf approved for funding, Windstream commits to offer broadband service to all households within the
service area of the project for a minimum of five (5) years.

Checklist ltem No.8:

An affidavit from the company attesting 1) (a) that the area of the proposed project is a CAF ll eligible
area and have not refused CAF ll funding, or (b)that the area of the proposed project is ineligible for
CAF ll funding. 2) That the company has done its due diligence to verify that comparable broadband

does not already exist in the area of the proposed project. 3)The truth and accuracy of all information
included in the project filing.

Windstream Response:

The Affidavit of Brad Brannon is provided in Attached Checklist ltem #8.
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CHEC( llST f2 CENSUS ELOCKS - Elmwood Exchange RL07

Crlter¡a for Determ¡n8 NUSF El¡g¡blllty for Census glocks in Prlorltv Order for Projects Uslng Flxed Wlreles lechnology:
1) lf Census Block is CAF 2 - Not Elie¡bile

2) lfCensus Block has W¡reline Compet¡torwith ãt leãst 10/1 broadband - Not Elig¡ble

3) lf census Block W¡rel¡ne compet¡tor is a Neighboring ILEC Shâr¡ng seru¡ce in the census Block - EIigìbie

4) lf Census Block hâs ã Fixed Wireless Compet¡tor with at least 10/1 Broadband but Does Not Provide Vo¡ce - EliE¡ble

5) lf census Block has a Fixed Wireless competitor that receives federãl UsF - Eligible

6) lf proposål is for â wirel¡ne solut¡on, then F¡xed Wireless census blocks are counted - Eligible

310259659001117
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310259659003028

310259659003042
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3102s9659001058

310259659003033

3102s96s9003035

310259659003040

31025S659003043

310259659003044

3102E96sS00304S

3102s9659003049

3102596s90030s0

310259659003052

310259659003053

310259659003054

310259659003055

310259659003056

31025965S003053

310259659003064

3102s96s9003065

310259659003075

3102s96s9003076

310259659003077

3102s95s9003078

310259659003081

3102s96s9003082

31025965900308s

3102s9659003090

310259659003091

310259659003092

3102596s9003094

310259659003095

3102596s9003096

310259659003097

3102596s9003101

310259659003103

3102596s9003105

310259659003108

3102596s9003110

310259659003111

3102596s9003112

310259659003113

3102s96s9003114

310259659003121

3102596s9003122

310259659003128

3102s96s9003132

310259659003133

3102s96s9003134

310259659003169

311319668002002

311319668002049

31131966S0020sO

Competition - FW

Competition - Other

Compet¡t¡on - Other

Competit¡on - Other

Competition - Other
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Compet¡tion - FW
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Competit¡on - FW
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Compet¡tíon - FW

Compet¡tion - FW

Competition - FW
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Competit¡on - FW
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Compet¡tion - FW

Compet¡tion - FW

Compet¡tion - FW

Competition - FW

Competit¡on - FW

Competit¡on - FW

Competition - FW

Compet¡tíon - FW

Compet¡tion - FW

No Wireline Competitor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

No Wirel¡ne Competitor

No Wireline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor
No W¡re¡ine Competitor
No W¡reline Competitor
No Wíreline Competitor

NE BB El¡gible

Competition - Other

Competition - Other

Competition - Other

Compet¡tion - Other

NE SB Eligible

NE BB Eligible

Compet¡tion - Other

NE BB Eligible

NE BB Eligible

NE 8B Eligible

NE BB Eligible

NE BB Elig¡ble

Competition - Othe.

NE BB El¡gible

NE BB El¡sible

Compet¡tion - Other

NÊ BB Eligible

NE BB Eligible

NE BB Eligible

NE BB Eligible
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NE BB EliB¡ble
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Competition - Other
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NE BB El¡gible

NE BB Eligible
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Compet¡tion - Othêr

NE BB Eligible

NË BB Elieible

NE BB Elig¡ble

NE BB Êlic¡blê

NE BB Elig¡ble

NE BB Êligible

NE BB Eligible

NE BB El¡cible

NE BB Eligible

NE BB Êligible

NE BB Eligible

N

No Wirel¡ne Compet¡tor

No Wirel¡ne Compet¡tor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

No Wireline Competitor

No W¡reline Competitor
No W¡reline Competitor
No W¡reline Competitor

No Wirel¡ne Compet¡tor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

No Wi.eline Compet¡tor

No Wireline Competitor
No W¡reline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor

No Wireline Competitor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

No Wireline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor

No Wireline Competitor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

No W¡reline Compet¡tor

No W¡relíne Competitor
No Wireline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor
No Wireline Competitor
No Wirel¡ne Competitor
No Wirel¡ne Competitor

No Wireline Compet¡tor

N

N

N

N

Footnotes:

Footnotes for Tâble:

* There are two F¡xed Wireless providers per Form 477 dâtâ thât prov¡de broâdband in these census blocks.
Below ¡s â tâble èxplaining why each of these providers should not be considered a vâ¡id compet¡tor for purposes of reviewine
whether each of the above census blocks should be NE BB Eligible:

Name as Used on FCC Form 477

Oo they Provlde Voi.e
Seru¡ce?*

Speed equal to at least

7OlL7

Future

ls Prov¡der Unsubs¡dized?r' NU5Ê El¡s¡blitv?

NE BB Eligible

NE 8B El¡gibleNNSkybeâm Acquisition Corporation

*Windstream hâs contâcted each of these providers' call centers and Future Technologies said thât voice seruices âre NOT offered with their
fixed wireless ¡nternet service ãnd Skybeam Acquisition Corp said they do prov¡de voice serv¡ce.

" Skybeam Acquisitìon Corporat¡on receives $21,81 3 per month in Federal USF support for Nebraska per lhe 2nd Quader 2019 USAC Repo.t



Check List fl3 Subscribers - Elmwood Exchange RL07

# Locat¡ons in
Deployment

AreaExchange

Elmwood r28

so%

64

Estimated Broadband Take Rate

New Broadband Subscribers

50% Take Rate assumpt¡on is likely low since broadband is generally not available due to long loop lengths



Checklist ltem #4 Estimated Schedule - Elmwood Exchange RL07

Proposed Schedule:

Engineering design & approval

Site Acquisition, permitting & material acquisition

Equipment deployment, testing, and turn-up

Notes:

30 Calendar Days

90 to 120 Calendar Days

30 Calendar Days

lf multiple sites are involved, work activities will be conducted concurrently, so that total time for the

project is 150 to L80 days

Schedule is subject to seasonal limitations regarding when construction can commence or be

completed.



Check List S5 Budget & Depreciation - Elmwood Exchange RL07

Budget
Remote Sites

Site Survey

F¡ber Buildout

Desktop Plannlng

S¡te Engineering

Site Acquisition

Power Make Ready

95'AGL Wood Pole

Base Station

PtP Radio

Site Work

Grand Total

tso
0s0
s4 so
1s0
tso
1So
1 s23,800
4 s22,Os4
1 s8,82s
1 ss,ooo

s1,000

so

S18

s3,3oo

S10,183

s18,ooo

Slo,ooo
s4,433

5t,tzs
$s,070

So

so
So

so
So

$o

s23,800

Ss,s13

s8,82s

S5,ooo

s1,ooo

So

s18

S3,3oo

s10,183

s18,000

s33,8oo

S9,946

s1s,9so
S10,07o

$1,000

so

5972

s3,3oo

s10,183

s18,ooo
s33,800

S39,784 5 GHz PtMP radio

915,950 Assuming 18 GHz radio - Link Budget Calculation pending

S10,070 Placeholder for f¡ber + electric¡ty work + pole mounted cab¡net

S3,3s9

Cab¡net/PoE Sw¡tch 51,500 57,500 59,000 1 57,500 59,000 Pole-mounted
Total 567,179 5142,058

Tax $67,t79 5.O0% S3,3s9

st4s,4t7

Excluded

ROW

lDc
so

s67,L79 s.)O%

Total Project Costs

% of Eliglble Census Blocks from Checkllst f2
Requested Fundlng Amount

Depreciation Lives
Fixed Wireless Assets

Poles

,14s,4t7
60.4%

987,878

L¡fe in Years

45

33



Check list #6 Pricing - Elmwood Exchange RL07

Up to 25Mb

50Mb

100Mb

1 Gbps

Up to 25Mb

50Mb

100Mb

L Gbps

S¿s

s4s

S+s

$zs

Ses

Ses

Ses

Sgs

Sgs

SEs

$gs

Sss

Sss

Sss

$ss

Szs

12 months

Sto off for
L2 months

Sto off for
L2 months

$20 off for
12 months

10

12 months

$10 off for
L2 months

Sto off for
L2 months

$20 off for
12 months

S50 Activation Fee and Free Professional lnstallation

Price for lnternet Only (HSl Simple or Solo lnternet)

Speed
Standard

Price

Current
Promo

Net Price

Price for lnternet + Bundle Phone Adder

Speed
Standard

Price

Current
Promo

Net PriceI



Check List #8

AFFIDAVIT OF BRAD BRANNOT{

l, Brad Brannon, being first duly sworn upon oath, state as followsl

1. I am currently employed by Windstream as the Vice President CoDsumer & Small Buqiness -

Buslness lntelliqence, ln that capacity, I am personally familíar with the company's network
structure in Nebraska.

2. I have reviewed the foregoing project filing and certify that (a) the arêes of the proposed
proJect are CAF ll ellgible areas and have not refused CAt ll funding, or the areas of the
proposed project are ineligible for CAF llfunding; (blWindstream has done its due diligence
to verify that comparable broadband does not already exist in the areas of the proposed
project that we are reguesting funding; and (clall informatlon included in the project filing
is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Brad Brannon

ACKNOWT"EDGMENT

STATE OF ARKANSAS

COUNTY OF PULASKI

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before me on this 6 day of
by Brad Brannon

lÅre ã

:ss

FEINh DAVIS
r',lY COI¿lMlSglON f t260t56

24,æÉ

Notary Publ


