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The Need. Based on UScellular’s analysis, many citizens of rural Nebraska lack affordable 

access to wireless voice and data service. UScellular’s application proposes rural wireless 

deployment in the towns depicted in the attached map.  These are some of the most rural areas 

of the state, lacking adequate wireless service.  With help from the NUSF-92 program, these 

towns and the surrounding areas will greatly benefit from added connectivity, including both 

voice mobility and broadband. 

The current lack of wireless service in these areas restricts economic and business development 

essential to population and community growth. It also hinders public safety, remote education 

opportunities, and emerging essentials such as telehealth.  

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated the need for investment, creating urgency 
for innovative, fiscally responsible, and quick to deploy wireless improvement plans.   
 
A Reliable Solution. At UScellular, our mission is based on connectivity.  We have always 

focused on the needs of underserved and unserved areas in rural America.  We provide 4G/LTE 

wireless technology and are nearing completion of a multi-year program to enable 5G wireless 

technology across Nebraska where it's economically feasible to do so.    Through the NUSF-92 

program, we will be able to provide the latest innovations in 5G including higher spectral 

efficiency, wider coverage, and voice service over 5G called “VoNR” in rural Nebraska.  The 

towers proposed in this petition would have 5G Standalone and VoNR enabled. 

Connectivity For All. Our technology, coupled with grant programs like NUSF-92 and in the 

future, BEAD, enables us to close the digital divide regardless of how geographically dispersed 

the population might be. Our solution begins with cell towers and then takes advantage of the 

benefits of wireless technology, including voice, fixed wireless service (internet in-the-home) 

and mobile broadband (internet outside-the-home and on-the-go).  

 
The Benefits. By making this investment, the citizens of Nebraska 

will receive the dual benefit of both improved connectivity in-the-

home and on-the-go. The combination of in-home connectivity and 

better cell coverage on-the-go will produce numerous lifestyle, public 

safety and economic development benefits for Nebraska.  

 
 

 
 

KEY BENEFITS: 

• Broadband & Mobility 

• Fast to Deploy 

• Improved Connectivity 



 
    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
   

UScellular Invested $47.8 Million in its Nebraska Network in 2022 
 

Omaha, Neb. (Feb. 8, 2023) – UScellular announced today that it made a $47.8 million investment in its 
Nebraska network in 2022. This includes $23.2 million in network upgrades and 5G modernizations that 
enhanced connectivity across the state and $24.6 million in 5G spectrum that will bring additional 
customer benefits in future years and advances the company’s multi-year 5G network strategy. 
 
UScellular also provided $32,600 in funding to non-profits and youth organizations across Nebraska, 
including $30,000 to the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Midlands, $500 each to the Parent Child Center in 
Lexington and Prairie STEM in Gretna, $9,800 in supplies to food-focused organizations and $1,600 
through its Community Connections program. Two Nebraska non-profits also received a combined $1 
million worth of hot spots and service to help youth connect to the Internet as part of the company’s After 
School Access Project. 
 
“Whether we are building a new cell tower or donating a hot spot to help a student do their homework, we 
are investing in the future of Nebraska,” said Brandi McCune, director of sales for UScellular in Nebraska. 
“We are committed to being a part of the communities we serve and ensuring our customers can connect 
to what matters most.” 
 
Additionally, to elevate the in-store shopping experience, UScellular invested $606,000 in its Nebraska 
retail environments in 2022. This includes six new or upgraded stores that make shopping easy and fun.  
For more news and information about UScellular, please go to newsroom.uscellular.com. 
 
About UScellular 
UScellular is the fourth-largest full-service wireless carrier in the United States, providing national network 
coverage and industry-leading innovations designed to help customers stay connected to the things that 
matter most. The Chicago-based carrier provides a strong, reliable network supported by the latest 
technology and offers a wide range of communication services that enhance consumers’ lives, increase 
the competitiveness of local businesses and improve the efficiency of government operations. Through its 
After School Access Project, the company has pledged to provide hotspots and service to help up to 
50,000 youth connect to reliable internet. Additionally, UScellular has price protected all of its plans, 
promising not to increase prices through at least the end of 2024. To learn more about UScellular, visit 
one of its retail stores or www.uscellular.com. To get the latest news, visit newsroom.uscellular.com.  
 

### 
For more information, contact: 
uscdlmediarelations@uscellular.com  
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AFFIDAVIT OF UNITED STATES CELLULAR CORPORATION

Nebraska Broadband Program 

NUSF-92

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) ss.

COUNTY OF COOK )

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn, state as follows:

1. lam the Chief of Strategy, Partnerships and Towers, of United States Cellular 
Corporation, FCC service area number 379019.

2. I have read the foregoing Application seeking funding from the Nebraska 
Universal Service Fund Broadband Program and state the information provided 
herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

this /^day of , 2023.

771 Aa^ , NobNotary Public
Cook County, Illinois

My Commission Expires /jA^(

ELLEN M GROM 
Official Seal

Notary Public • State of Illinois 
My Commission Expires Jan 22. 2025
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