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United States Cellular Corporation (“U.S. Cellular”) respectful]y submits these  commission

comments for the Nebraska Public Service Commission’s (“Commission”) consideration
Vin NUSF-77, Progression Order No. 9. These comments are being filed pursuant to the
Commission Order entered in the above-referenced docket on October 1, 2013,

U.S. Cellular appreciates the Commission creating the Nebraska Broadband Pilot
Project (“NEBP”’) and the significant efforts the Commission has made to bring
broadband services to underserved and unserved rural areas. And overall, U.S. Cellular
generally supports the Commission’s suggestions set forth in NUSF-77.09. However,
U.S. Cellular asks the Commission to consider increasing the support cap per project.

In NUSF -7:3, P.O. 9, the Commission asked whether a support cap of $300,000
per project would be reasonable. With the 25% t;ompany match included, the project
expenditure would total $400;000. This amount is approximately equal to or even under
the amount necéssary to construct a wireless tower at today’s costs, and in normal
circumstances.

While mﬁch of the ﬁnancial details contained in the 2013 NUSF-69 (Dedicated
Wireless Fund) applications ére confidential, it can be revealed through the funding
recommendations made recently by Commission staff in NUSF-69.13, NUSF-69.14 and

NUSF.69.15 that wireless tower construction is presently at the $400,000 mark. As


http:NUSF.69.15
http:NUSF-69.14
http:NUSF-69.13
http:NUSF-77.09

examples, Commission staff’s funding recommendations include $402,020 for Viaero
(Brewster North), and $398,859 for U.S. Cellular (DeWitt).

With the NUSF-69 fund merging into the NEBP in 2014, the NEBP will be the
new vehicle whereby wireless carriers may seek NUSF support for new tower
construction. While U.S: Cellular is not certain of its 2014 NEBP application plans, it
asks the Commission to raise the support cap from $300,000 per project to $337,500.
This amount would enable a $450,000 project in total, with the 25% matching
requirement from the carrier of $112,500. While it is not a significant adjustment, the
increase would continue to make new tower construction a viable option for wireless
carriers, particularly if costs escalate.

Again, U.S. Cellular does not oppose the Commission’s proposals to establish
caps on the amounts awarded by company, per project or per household. It only seeks the
Commission’s consideration to examine the amount of the cap, per project, in order to
continue the Commissions’ strong history of bringing wireless towers to high-cost rural

areas that has been‘available through NUSF-69 since 2008.
Respectfully submitted this 11™ day of October, 2013.
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Certificate of Service
The undersigned hereby certifies that on this 11™ day of October, 2013 an original and
one copy of United States Cellular Corporation’s Comments in NUSF-77.09 were hand-
delivered to the Nebraska Public Service Commission, 1200 N St., Suite 300, Lincoln,
NE 68508, and a copy of the same has been e-mailed to:

Nebraska Public Service

Shana Knutson shana knutson@nebraska. gov
Sue Vanicek sue.vanicekl@nebraska. gov

Rural Independent Companies:
Paul Schudel pschudeli@woodsditken.com
James Overcash jovercashidiwoodsaitken. com

Windstream Communications:
Bill Garcia bill. garciaiawindstream.com
Matthew Feil matthew.feil@windstream.com

CenturyLink / Qwest Corporation:
William Hendricks Tre Hendrickstwcenturylink com
Jill Gettman jgettmaniagetimanmitls.com

Rural Telecommunications Coalition of Nebraska:
Troy Kirk Tkirkiwremboltludike. com
Andy Pollock APollockiremboltlawfirm.com

Verizon:
Steven Seglin SGS&ucrosbyvlawfirm.com

Frontier Communications:
Scott Bohler scoti.bohleriFTR.com

N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc. d/b/a Viaero Wireless:
Andrew Newell andrew. newelliviaero.com

Sprint Communications Company, Nextel West Corp:
Diane Browning Diane. (. Browning(@sprint.com
Chris Fentrup Chris. Fentrup@sprint.com

AT&T Communications of the Midwest and TCG Omabha, Inc.:
Jon Blessing Jb2923(@att.com
Robert J. Gryzmala rgl372(watt.com

Nebraska Technology and Telecommunications:
Mark Fahleson mfahleson{@remboltliudike. com
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Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC, LL.O
Loel Brooks lbrooks@brookspanlaw.com
Katherine Vogel KVogel@brookspanlaw.com

Cox Communications
Rob Logsdon rob.logsdon@cox.com

Charter Communications, Inc.:
Mark Brown mark. brown@charter.com
Richard Strong Richard.strong@charter.com

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP:
K.C. Halm kchalm@dwt.com

Nebraska Cable Communications Association:
Amy Prenda aprenda@neb.twebe.com

Diller Telephoﬁe Company:
- Loren Duerksen lorend@diodecom.net

Three River Communications:
Neil Classen nejl@threeriver.net

Telebeep, Inc.:
Tom Schommer tom@telebeep.com

Cable One Inc.: |
Craig Gilley cgilleyi@edwardswildman.com

Meghan McCarthy mmccarthy@edwardswildman.com

Connecting Point:
Dan Spray sales(@conpoint.com

Nebraska Telecommunications Association:
Jack Shultz jshultz@hslegalfirm.com

CTIA — The Wireless Assqciation:
Jackie McCarthy jmccarthy@ctia.org
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