Before the
NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

)
In the Matter of the Nebraska Public Service )
Commission, on its own motion, to consider )
revisions to the contribution methodology ) Application No. NUSF-119/PI1-233
and determine a rate design for services )
currently subject to a revenues-based )
surcharge. )

)

REPLY COMMENTS OF CTIA

CTIA respectfully submits the following replies to comments filed in response to the
Nebraska Public Service Commission’s (“Commission’s”) Order Opening Docket and Seeking
Public Comment, entered June 30, 2020 in the above-captioned docket.

As CTIA noted in its initial comments, the Commission does not have the authority to
alter the statutory Nebraska Universal Service Fund (“NUSF”) assessment mechanism for
prepaid wireless providers.! Among commenters who addressed the issue, there was unanimous
agreement with CTIA’s position,” and no commenter disagreed with the plain reading of Neb.
Rev. Stat. §86-903, which mandates that prepaid wireless services be assessed on the basis of
revenues. Accordingly, the Commission must maintain the current, revenues-based NUSF
assessment mechanism for prepaid wireless service.

CTIA also asked the Commission to maintain its current definition of “connections,”

which was previously agreed upon in NUSF-111.% Again, there was support among multiple

! See Comments of CTIA, Application No. NUSF-119/ PI-233 (Aug. 31, 2020) (“CTIA Comments™) at 2-3.

? See AT&T s Comments, Application No. NUSF-119 / PI-233 (Aug. 31, 2020) at I {expressing overall support for
CTIA’s comments), Comments of the Nebraska Rural Independent Companies, Application No, NUSF-119 / P1-233
(Aug. 31, 2020) at 16.

¥ See CTIA Comments at 5-6.



commenters for CTIAs position, with no expressed opposition.? The Commission should
maintain the current definition to promote certainty and eliminate the possibility that a new,
different definition leads to competitive imbalance.

Finally, CTIA notes that many commenters either outright opposed a move to a
connections-based mechanism for business and government access lines,” or even if they
supported it, felt it was too soon to make a change.® While CTIA opposed capping the number of
connections, should the Commission adopt such a mechanism,” the consensus in these comments
suggests that moving to a connections-based mechanism for business and government access

lines would be unwise at this time.,
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* See AT&T’s Comments at 1, Comments of Qwest Corporation d/b/a CenturyLink QC and United Telephone
Company of the West d/b/a CenturyLink, Application No. NUSF-119/ PI-233 {Aug. 31, 2020) (“CenturyLink
Comments”) at 3.

* See AT&T s Comments at 2-5, Comments of Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska d/b/a Frontier
Communications of Nebraska, Application No. NUSF-119 /P1.233 (Aug. 31, 2020) at 1-3, Joint Comments of Cox
Nebraska Telcom, LLC, Charter Fiberlink - Nebraska, LLC, and Time Warner Cable Information Services
(Nebraska), L.1LC, Application No. NUSF-119 / PI-233 (Aug. 31, 2020) at 1-6.

¢ See CenturyLink Comments at 2, Comments of Windstream, Application No. NUSF-119 / PI-233 (Aug. 31, 2020)
at 1-4. Securus also described its technical inability to comply with a connections-based surcharge. See Comments
of Securus Technologies, Application No. NUSF-119 / PI-233 (Aug. 31, 2020).

7 See CTIA Commenis at 5.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on this 30th day of September, 2020, one original, five
copies, and one electronic copy of the Comments of CTIA — The Wireless Association in
Application No. NUSF-119/P1-233 were mailed to the Nebraska Public Service Commission, 1200
N Street, Suite 300, Lincoln NE and a copy of the same has been e-mailed to the following:

psc.nusf-filings@nebraska.gov {1
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on this 30th day of September, 2020, an copy of the
Comments of CTIA — The Wireless Association in Application No. NUSF-119/P]-233 was sent to
the following:

AT&T Corp., Teleport Communications Rural Telecommunications Coalition of NE
America, LLC, and New Cingular Wireless
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Rembolt Ludtke, LLP
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