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I. INTRODUCTION „ ^ Nebraska
Public Service Comnnisslon

On December 19, 2017, the Nebraska Public Service Commission ("Commission")

released Progression Order No. 3 in Docket No. NUSF-108 ("Progression Order"). In the

Progression Order, the Commission sought comments on proposed changes to the high-cost

distribution mechanism for rate of return carriers, as well as reporting requirements for

high-cost support. After receiving comments from several parties, responsive to the

Progression Order, the Commission on March 19, 2018, announced it would accept reply

comments. The Rural Telecommunications Coalition of Nebraska ("RTCN")^ submitted

Comments in response to the Progression Order, as well as Reply Comments, after the

March 19 Order. On June 19, 2019, the Commission released an Order Seeking Further

Comments and Setting Hearing ("June 19 Order"). On June 26, 2018, counsel for the Rural

Independent Companies ("RIC"), sent a letter to the Hearing Office in NUSF-108. On July

6, 2018, the Hearing Officer responded to the RIC letter ("Hearing Officer Letter"), publicly

providing responses to questions RIC asked, while making it clear that the responses did

not represent an official declaration of the Commission.

' For purposes of this proceeding, RTCN is made up of the following carriers: Arapahoe Telephone Company
d/b/a ATC Communications, Benkelman Telephone Company, Inc., Cambridge Telephone Company Telephone
Company, Cozad Telephone Company, Diller Telephone Company, Glenwood Network Services, Inc., The
Glenwood Telephone Membership Corporation, Hartman Telephone Exchanges, Inc., Hemingford Cooperative
Telephone Co., Mainstay Communications, Plainview Telephone Company, Southeast Nebraska
Communications, Inc., Stanton Telecom, Inc., Wauneta Telephone Company, and WesTel Systems f/k/a Hooper
Telephone Company.
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In its Opinions and Findings of the June 19 Order, the Commission essentially

addresses the following three general subjects related to the reform of support for rate-of-

return carriers:

1. The process for determining what census blocks in the state are eligible for high-cost

support;^

2. A grant-based approach for facihtating new plant build-out necessary to provide

voice and broadband communications services;^ and

3. The process by which the Commission will provide on-going support necessary for

the continued provision of voice and broadband communications services.''

In these comments, the RTCN will address specific issues the Commission has

raised under each of the above general subject areas addressed in its June 19 Order.

II. COMMENTS

The RTCN applauds the Commission for its expeditious progress in this important

proceeding and, especially, for the sound reasoning and soHd factual basis underlying the

Commission's proposals set forth in the June 19 Order. The Commission's focus, rightly, is

upon the consumer, upon ensuring that Nebraska residents and business have affordable

and reliable communications services, both voice and internet. Support for deployment,

operation, maintenance, and upgrading of communications infrastructure in high-cost,

rural areas of Nebraska is critical in this endeavor. Affordable and rehable communications

services are necessary to grow Nebraska's economy and to position Nebraskans to prosper

^ June 19 Order, p. 4.
' June 19 Order, pp. 4-6.
4 June 19 Order, pp. 6-7.






























