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Glenwood Telecommunications, Inc. has signed letter of support from members within the Phelps County 
project area showing their support for approval of Glenwood Telecommunications’ grant application for 
Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program funding.  
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June 6, 2022 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Development of and access to broadband is equivalent to the emergence of 

electrical transmission grids more than a century ago – it could be transformational if 

we make the necessary investments. Failing to so will result in the evaporation of 

opportunity and eventually the rural population. 

Reliance on technology in smaller communities and rural areas is growing 

exponentially, especially in production agriculture where automated systems are 

increasingly being used. Beyond that, established companies in Phelps County require 

cutting edge connectivity to global markets to conduct business.  

PCDC has a long, productive relationship with Glenwood Telecommunications, 

whom we support and recommend receiving funding through the Nebraska Broadband 

Bridge program. The company serves communities throughout southern Nebraska and 

has experience dealing with civic leadership and the unique challenges of rural areas.  

With deployment of broadband more densely in our area we will improve the 

appeal for not only businesses seeking to compete, but we also expect to see more 

families choose to relocate here. PCDC actively recruits people using the catch phrase: 

If You Can Work From Anywhere, Live Here.  

We applaud the prioritization of broadband investment and support Glenwood’s 

application to receive funding from the program.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Ron Tillery  

Executive Director 
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  June 6, 2022    RE:  Phelps County and Glenwood Telecommunications - NBBP Grant Application  Phelps County Commissioners,  This letter is written in support of the Glenwood Telecommunications application for the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program. The HPS Administration and Board of Education are aware of unequal broadband service throughout Phelps County, which includes areas severely underserved, as well as others lacking quality service. As school district leaders, we feel that high quality broadband service is important from an educational perspective so that all of our students can benefit and have similar opportunities. In some instances, families, teachers, and the entire school community learned this difficult lesson when our district was forced to shut down in spring 2020. The inequities among students became very obvious quickly. Our daily lives have also become dependent upon quality broadband services for various community services. The safety of our students and staff is a primary focus - from established safety practices to inclement weather and road conditions communications, law enforcement, and emergency medical services support. The lack of quality broadband service increases risk and response time.   In summary, quality broadband service has become a necessity in our lives, and we wholeheartedly support the Glenwood Telecommunications application for the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program to give all of our families the equal playing field that they deserve in today’s world.  Sincerely,  
  Todd Hilyard Todd Hilyard Superintendent of Schools 
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Junes , 2022

G l e n w o o d Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

510 West Gage Street
Blue Hill, NE 68930

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter as my support for Glenwood Telecommunications' application for funding as part
of the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program.

ESU 11 area students are very fortunate to have 1:1 device initiatives that allow them to use devices both
in school and at home. However, many students, especially those in our rural areas, struggle to find
affordable and reliable broadband access. We are hopeful that through efforts such as these that our
students will have access to quality broadband services that will enhance their educational experience.
Having access to these services is vital to the success of our students.

Glenwood has alongstanding history of serving the telecommunications needs of communities in rural
Nebraska. They are not afaceless organization with corporate offices in far off places. They are active
members of our communities and have avested interest in seeing these initiatives succeed.

If Ican be of any other assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Cordially,

W a d e G i b s o n

Media &Technology Coordinator



Glenwood Telecommunications, Inc. 
510 West Gage Street 
Blue Hill, NE 68930 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
On behalf of Central Community College (CCC), I am writing to voice our support of Glenwood 
Telecommunication’s application for Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program funding.   
 
The need for a more robust & reliable internet has never been greater. Over the past two years, the pandemic 
has altered our lives in a multitude of ways. We all depend on reliable broadband connectivity to perform 
everyday tasks. Nowhere has the digital divide been more obvious than in rural Nebraska. Economic incentives 
are needed now more than ever to expand reliable broadband access to underserved homes throughout rural 
Thayer County.  
 
Access to the internet, with sufficient bandwidth or reliability, is essential for the development of an information 
society; and lack of adequate broadband connectivity is preventing widespread use of internet in education in 
our rural area. CCC serves Phelps county with a physical learning center located in Holdrege, online courses, and 
high school juniors and seniors with early college programming.  In the current academic year, 239 juniors and 
seniors from communities in Phelps county were enrolled in early college courses.  All of these students, whether 
attending classes in person, in high school, or online require reliable internet service in their homes to complete 
homework and access learning materials. 
 
The internet improves the quality of education in many ways. It opens doorways to a wealth of information, 
knowledge, and educational resources, increasing opportunities for learning in and beyond the classroom. 
Teachers use online materials to prepare lessons, and students to extend their range of learning. Interactive 
teaching methods, supported by the internet, enable teachers to give more attention to individual students’ 
needs and support shared learning.  
 
I am hopeful that the fiber project in rural Phelps County as proposed by Glenwood Telecommunications will 
receive your consideration. The ability for students and teachers to continue the educational process online as 
needed in and of itself makes this project vitally important for our community.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Dr. Matthew Gotschall 

College President 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 2E3101E0-AA74-48EC-AD51-47B5CC4A9FF1





 
 

 

 

June 15, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Development of broadband access within our community is essential to our efforts to grow 
within Phelps County.  BD relies on technology to be successful.  In today’s marketplace, we 
need to have options for our associates to work from home while staying connected to our 
overall network.   

In addition to the direct benefit to our facility, solid internet connectivity is one of the identified 
needs in our recruiting efforts.  More people will consider Phelps County as a place to live 
having this enhanced connection to these services.   

BD strongly supports Glenwood Telecommunications receiving funding through the Nebraska 
Broadband Bridge program. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Jason J. Sidel 
Plant Manager, Holdrege 
Medication Delivery Solutions 
 

jason.sidel@bd.com  
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