






 

 

 

 

Tammi Thiem 

Executive Director 

11929 Elm Street, Suite 18 

Omaha, NE 68144 

402-330-7884 

 

February 16, 2023 

 

RE: Charter Communications (Spectrum) grant application for broadband 

 

Dear Grant Selection Team: 

 

Charter Communications, through Spectrum, has goals to construct fiber to the premises (FTTP) 

network to households in Cass County, primarily targeting the unincorporated areas located to 

the west and south of Plattsmouth. The Three Rivers Library System champions these efforts to 

increase digital access for all areas of Nebraska.  

 

Many areas of Nebraska struggle to gain access to reliable internet services, and this is especially 

true in the rural areas. These services are necessary for all age groups, as children rely on internet 

for school assignments; young adults require internet for college education; adults need internet 

for job searches, continuing education, careers, and many numerous resources.  

 

Creating fast and reliable internet services for the homes in Cass County would be life changing 

for the residents. It is imperative that this existing digital divide be corrected so that all people 

can experience the benefits that are not simply a luxury but are also necessary components of 

successful and productive lives and communities. 

 

Providing funds for this broadband project in the Cass County area is vital and progressive, and 

the Three Rivers Library System supports all efforts towards its success. 

  

Respectfully, 

 

Tammi Thiem 



February 23, 2023

Commissioner Dan Watermeier
Nebraska Public Service Commission
1200 N. Street, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE  68508

Dear Chairman Watermeier:

The Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA) is the economic development district serving Cass County, Nebraska,
along with Sarpy, Douglas and Washington counties in Nebraska. MAPA is one of eight economic development districts
in  the state and is a member of the Nebraska Regional Officials Council (NROC). In July 2020, each NROC member
applied for and was awarded funding through the CARES Act Recovery and Resiliency Grant from the U.S. Economic
Development Administration to conduct a state-wide speed-test and mapping project to help identify additional
unserved and underserved areas of need for broadband accessibility within our regions.

As a result of our efforts—and in collaboration with many other agencies, including the Nebraska Information
Technology
Commission—an application for a Statewide Digital Equity Planning Grant was submitted and awarded. Each
development district, including MAPA, is working closely with the NITC to identify and prioritize needs related to
accessibility, affordability and digital literacy within our regions. As part of this work, MAPA has narrowed focus to the
highest unserved and underserved areas with the highest digital illiteracy and poverty rates. Much of Cass County is
unserved or highly underserved—especially the rural, less populated areas. With 15 small communities and  limited or
spotty cellular coverage, Cass County is in dire need of reliable, high-speed internet.

From our understanding, Charter seeks to build a fiber-to-the-premise network in Cass County via Ethernet Passive
Optical Network technology to offer broadband internet to households and businesses with speeds of up to 1 gig
reciprocal service, scalable to higher speeds in the future. Pending funding, their project will serve 298 passings with
the intention to complete the build within 18 months of execution of an agreement. Charter will offer standardized
pricing that is equitable with four tiers of service: Spectrum Internet Assist (30/4), Spectrum Internet (300/10),
Spectrum Internet Ultra (500/20) and Spectrum Internet Gig (1000/1000) service. Additionally, they participate in the
Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) to assist those with financial burdens. Charter’s Spectrum brand of companies,
is a leading broadband connectivity company and cable provider serving approximately 178,000 customers in 90
Nebraska communities, including neighboring Otoe County.

The opportunity to expand affordable, reliable, high speed broadband service within Cass County is a priority for MAPA
and Cass County leaders. On behalf of MAPA, we encourage the Commission to consider Charter’s application
favorably for Nebraska Capital Project Funding.

Sincerely,

Michael Helgersen, Executive Director


