
 
Main Office 
4215 Avenue I 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
(308) 635-3696 

Southern Satellite 
361 College Drive 
Sidney, NE 69162 
(308) 254-4677 

Northern Satellite 
CSC – Burkhiser 
Complex 
1000 Main Street 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-6495 

Harms Center 
WNCC 
2620 College Park 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
(308) 635-0206 

    

                              www.esu13.org 
 
      Educational Service Unit 13 
      Dr. Laura Barrett, Administrator                                                    
 

Achieving educational excellence for all learners through strong partnerships, service and leadership 

 
February 16, 2023 
 
Chairman Dan Watermeier 
Nebraska Public Service Commission 
1200 N Street, Suite 300 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
Dear Chairman Watermeier,  
 
As an important resource to public schools in the Nebraska panhandle, ESU 13 has a responsibility to ensure our students 
have access to the tools they need to learn and grow and providing access to fast, reliable broadband is one of the best 
ways we can do this.  
 
It is critical that we not forget our rural children and families. Smaller communities often do not have access to the same 
internet services and speeds as larger cities and towns. With populations under 500, small towns and villages in western 
Nebraska are in danger of being left behind. Charter Communications is ready to bring better connectivity to these 
communities through the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Program. 
 
We have an opportunity to course-correct and make sure rural Nebraskans are offered the same quality and reliable 
broadband as their urban counterparts. By working with experienced an internet service provider like Charter, we can 
bring fast and affordable connectivity to every community.  
 
Charter Communications, using the brand name Spectrum, is already provides broadband to residents in small towns in 
rural areas across Nebraska. Not only is Charter a proven partner in rural buildouts, but they’re working to connect 
residents across income levels through Spectrum Internet Assist and the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), doubling 
down on their commitment to providing quality service to all homes and businesses. 
 
I encourage you to select Charter for these upcoming grant opportunities due to their experience and commitment to 
connecting Nebraskans.  
 
I appreciate your time in considering this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Dr. Laura Barrett 
Administrator 
Educational Service Unit 13 





CREEK VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Preparing Today’s Students for Tomorrow’s World

www.cvsstorm.com

Elementary: 308-874-2911        High School: 308-874-3310        Early Learning Center: 308-300-5005

Patrick Ningen
Creek Valley Schools
PO Box 608
Chappell, NE 69129

February 15, 2023

Chairman Dan Watermeier
Nebraska Public Service Commission
1200 N Street, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508

Chairman Watermeier:

In Lodgepole, small town living is what gives us our charm. We know our neighbors and have a strong sense of
community. I have the distinct privilege of working with our younger generations, guiding them through their
school years and providing them with the tools they need to succeed.

A critical tool in today’s digital age is fast and reliable broadband. High-speed connectivity ensures our students
can complete their schoolwork and stay connected with their teachers and classmates. I commend Nebraska
leaders like yourself for working hard to close our state’s digital divide through the Broadband Bridge Program. I
am thankful that this program allows Nebraska to partner with internet service providers who can expand our
network capabilities and ensure access to fast and reliable broadband – no matter the location.

Charter Communications already brings connectivity to more than 90 communities across the state, and their
participation in the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) helps make their services available to families of all
income levels.

Charter can help bridge our digital divide and I hope you select them as a partner for the Village of Lodgepole.
They have the resources and experience necessary to bring faster and more reliable speeds to underserved and
unserved homes and businesses here in Lodgepole and Cheyenne County.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.

Sincerely,

Patrick Ningen
Superintendent
Creek Valley Schools
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