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JoAnne DellaValle-Partner, Regional Director, Finance Operations, NA 

JoAnne.DellaValle@erm.com 

484-913-0351 

 

Steve Maaseide - Global Chief Operating Officer 

Steve.Maaseide@erm.com 

202-471-2113 

 

Adam Shahin - Finance Director 

Adam.Shahin@erm.com 

+442032065078 

 

Gary Farha - Partner, Global Head of ERM Coho 

Gary.Farha@erm.com 

202-780-0096 

 

Cory Santos - Corporate Counsel 

Cory.Santos@erm.com 

917-386-6990 

 

Gavin Ahern - Partner, VP Client Services 

Gavin.Ahern@erm.com 

847-238-8595 

 

Walid Norris - Consulting Partner 

Walid.Norris@erm.com 

+442032065252 

 

C. Alan Zang - Partner, Global Commercial Director 

Alan.Zang@erm.com 

202-471-2130 
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Entity: Coho USA

Period: Dec25

Currency: USD

Dec

Non current assets 126,026.45
 

Current assets 5,757,211.61
 

Current liabilities -7,442,936.20
 

Net current assets/(liabilities) -1,685,724.59
 

Total assets / (liabilities) -1,559,698.14
 

Shareholders equity 1,559,698.14
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Corporate Officers 

1.  Gary A. Farha — President 

ERM directory:  Global Head of ERM Coho; Partner (Bethesda). 

• Coho Climate Advisors (formerly CustomerFirst Renewables): Founder & CEO, 2010–2023; Global 
Head of ERM Coho, 2023–present. Built the firm from a startup and led its February 2023 merger 
with ERM. Recruited a 60+ person team serving 100+ Fortune 500 clients; closed 4+ GW of 
renewable energy deals representing $7B+ in investment. 

• Danaher Corporation: Vice President, Growth and Innovation; member of the Danaher Leadership 
Team (2006–2009). 

• McKinsey & Company: Associate / Engagement Manager (1987–1994), Principal (1994–2000), 
Director / Senior Partner (2000–2006). Co-leader of the energy and chemical practices; founded the 
firm's global Innovation Practice. 

• Kansas Gas & Electric (a Westar Energy subsidiary): Manager of Finance and other financial 
positions (1982–1987). 

• Boeing, Wichita: Buyer, Outside Production (1980). 

• Education: B.S. in Economics & Finance, Wichita State University (1979); MBA, Michigan State 
University (1982); CFA charterholder (1985). 

• Boards: EverSafe; National Advisory Council, Wichita State University; advisory board, MSU 
College of Agriculture & Natural Resources. 

 

2.  C. Alan Zang — Vice President & CTA Partner 

ERM directory:  Partner; Global Commercial Director (Bethesda). 

Governance role:  Managing Partner of Coho; CTA Designated Supervisory Principal; authorized signatory on 
the filing. 

• Coho Climate Advisors: Managing Partner, February 2023–present; CFO & COO, July 2010–
February 2023. Co-built the firm from a startup through its sale to ERM. Led the strategic financing 
and sale and the post-acquisition integration; implemented systems supporting >20% annual 
revenue growth. Appointed Global Commercial Director by ERM's global COO. 

• DaVita Inc.: Manager, Corporate Development / M&A (2012–2014); Senior Financial Analyst, 
Corporate Development / M&A (2008–2012). Deal lead or co-lead on 82 transactions. 

• EY: Senior Associate (2005–2008); assurance and valuation work for private-equity clients. 

• Education: M.S. in Accounting, University of Virginia, McIntire School of Commerce (2006); B.S. in 
Finance, University of Maryland, R.H. Smith School of Business (2005); CPA (California, inactive). 

 

3.  Steve Maaseide — Chief Operating Officer 

ERM directory:  Global Chief Operating Officer (Washington). 

• Coho Climate Advisors (d/b/a ERM Coho): Global Chief Operating Officer; member of the firm's 
executive committee. Leads firm-wide operations, delivery, and internal systems. 

• Education: MBA, Northwestern University, Kellogg School of Management. 

 

4.  Gavin Ahern — Vice President, CTA Principal 

ERM directory:  Vice President, Client Services (Rolling Meadows). 

Governance role:  CTA Designated Supervisory Principal. 
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• Coho Climate Advisors (d/b/a ERM Coho): Vice President / Partner, 2023–present; with the firm 
since approximately 2015, progressing through senior client-service roles to Clean Energy Service 
Line Leader. Leads client engagements on renewable energy procurement and clean-energy 
strategy. 

• Exelon Corporation: prior role in energy/utility strategy and operations. 

• Deloitte: prior management-consulting role. 

• Education: MBA, University of Chicago Booth School of Business; dual B.S., University of Illinois at 
Urbana–Champaign. CPA (Illinois). 

 

5.  Walid Norris — Vice President, CTA Principal 

ERM directory:  Consulting Partner (London). 

Governance role:  CTA Principal; reviewer of the CTA Compliance Manual. 

• Coho Climate Advisors (d/b/a ERM Coho): Vice President / Partner, Client Solutions. Advises 
corporate clients on renewable energy procurement and decarbonization strategy. 

• SolarCity: prior role in renewable energy / solar project development. 

• The World Bank: prior role in international energy and development work. 

• Education: M.S. in Engineering Management (MSEM), Harvard University; B.Com., University of 
Birmingham (UK). LEED Green Associate. Speaks French and Italian. 

 

6.  Joanne DellaValle — Treasurer 

ERM directory:  Partner; Regional Director, Finance Operations, North America (Philadelphia). 

• Environmental Resources Management (ERM): with the firm since approximately 2009, advancing 
through North America finance leadership roles (including Finance Controller, North America) to 
Partner and Regional Director, Finance Operations, North America. Oversees regional financial 
operations, controllership, and reporting. 

 

7.  Adam Shahin — Assistant Treasurer 

ERM directory:  Finance Director — Coho (London). 

Note:  The filing roster spells the surname “Shain”; the ERM directory spells it “Shahin.” Confirm the correct 
spelling before submission. 

• Environmental Resources Management (ERM): Finance Director, Coho; previously Global Finance 
Director — Acquisitions and Interim Regional Finance Director, North America. Leads finance for 
the Coho business and has supported ERM's M&A finance integration. 

• Education: Business Studies, Kingston University (UK). Qualified management accountant (ACMA / 
CIMA). 

 

8.  Cory Santos — Secretary 

ERM directory:  Corporate Counsel (Manhattan). 
Governance role:  Serves as Corporate Secretary, maintaining governance and ownership records per the 
CTA Compliance Manual. 

• Environmental Resources Management (ERM): Corporate Counsel, supporting corporate, 
transactional, and governance matters; serves as Corporate Secretary for the Coho entity. 

• Earlier practice: began career in a corporate mergers & acquisitions practice group before moving 
in-house. 

NPSC Received 06/16/2026

NG-134



 

 

• Education: J.D., Columbia Law School (2013). 
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Coho Climate Advisors LLC
Corporate Officer Structure

Ultimate Parent
ERM International Group Limited

Company
Environmental Resources Management, Inc.

Applicant
Coho Climate Advisors LLC

(“ERM Coho”)

Gary Farha
Partner, Global Head of ERM Coho

C. Alan Zang
Partner, Global Commercial Director

Steve Maaseide
Global Chief Operating Officer

Gavin Ahern
Partner, VP Client Services

Walid Norris
Consulting Partner

Joanne DellaValle
Partner, Regional Director, Finance Operations, 

NA

Adam Shahin
Finance Director

Cory Santos
Corporate Counsel
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5/20/2026

1

Power & Gas Procurement

1

Coho’s Power & Gas Procurement team can help capture cost savings, manage risks, provide budget certainty, align energy portfolio 
strategy, and integrate clean energy opportunities by supporting your energy supply management over time

Power & Gas Procurement

Service Overview

We are a licensed retail energy advisor that helps clients:

• Optimize energy purchasing to reduce cost and risk on their facility's energy bills in retail choice 
regions (see right)

• Integrate clean energy into existing energy portfolio approach

We work with energy/facility managers to review, competitively procure, and negotiate retail energy 
contracts to lock in supply that can yield significant financial savings and/or reduce financial risk.

Deregulated Electricity Market

Deregulated Gas & Electricity 
Market

Deregulated Gas Market

Regulated Gas & Electricity 
Market

Common Inefficiencies we Correct

A lack of transparency on broker and/or supplier fees can lead to overpaying for energy1. Broker or Supplier markups

Suppliers are offering new and creative solutions that can be difficult to understand or align with existing solutions2. Poor integration of solutions

Costs & risks vary by product; tradeoffs between limiting volatility and reducing costs may not reflect organizational goals3. Product structure & goal mismatch

Solution procurements are often handled ad hoc or in isolation leading to a failure to capture scale across a portfolio4. Failure to capture portfolio value

Rates are unpredictable and volatile – risk managing over time leads to best outcomes

Retail Choice Regions

Actionable Steps we’ll Take

Managing energy supply at the portfolio 
level to enable you to maximize value 
capture and run a more efficient and 
manageable process

Exploring different product structures 
available to help integrate solutions that 
align with your organization's goals (i.e., 
risk mitigation, cost savings, etc.)

Running a competitive bid process with 
transparent advisory fees to reduce 
overall retail service fees (i.e., broker 
and supplier markups)

Taking a fresh look at your retail supply 
to uncover market inefficiencies and 
new opportunities to capture cost 
savings

Coho’s Power and Gas Procurement Services

2Confidential & Proprietary 

˃ Lead contract negotiation with 
finalist supplier

˃ Pricing is volatile and changes 
daily –coordinate necessary 
logistics on execution day

˃ Manage post close activities –
ensure timely enrollment, 
accurate invoicing, manage 
account adds and deletes, manage 
open positions, if any

˃ Review current energy 
situation (BAU)

˃ Consider changes to:
˃ Adjust product structure
˃ Centralize purchases
˃ Align with organizational 

goals
˃ Recommend

continuing with BAU or running 
an RFP to implement change

˃ If green or environmental
products are of interest to
customer:
˃ Perform education 

sessions on types of 
available products and 
sustainability claims 
associated with each

˃ Determine ideal product 
structure

˃ Coho can help customers 
execute and manage all 
products offered by suppliers, 
such as: 
˃ Fixed
˃ Block + Index
˃ Green products (retail-

delivered green energy, 
bundled and unbundled 
EACs)

˃ Engage and educate internal 
stakeholders early

˃ Develop pricing request to 
achieve competitive bids 
tailored to clients' needs

˃ Recommend list of qualified
suppliers to include

˃ Issue pricing request on behalf 
of client and act as liaison 
between suppliers and client 
throughout process

Perform
diagnostic

Initiate Pricing 
Request

Present 
recommendation

Facilitate 
procurement

1 2 3 4

˃ Assess items such as: term 
length, supplier premiums, RE 
capabilities and contract terms 
and conditions

˃ Recommend supplier based on 
results

˃ Present to stakeholders and 
assist with change management 
and approval processes

2 weeks 4-6 weeks 4-6 weeks 8-10 weeks

1

2
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