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Section 1 – Companies Involved

Raicom Inc. (Raicom), wholly owned subsidiary of Benkelman Telephone Company (dba BW Telcom) 
Raicom Inc.





BW Telcom

607 Chief Street




607 Chief Street

P.O. Box 645





P.O. Box 645

Benkelman, NE.  69021



Benkelman, NE.  69201
Section 2 – Project Description

Raicom, a wholly owned subsidiary of BW Telcom proposes to provide voice and Broadband capability to the proposed rural funded service area by constructing a LTE wireless Broadband distribution system utilizing licensed 700 MHz wireless spectrum.  The base station Broadband distribution systems will be located on proposed new towers to be constructed in rural areas near Trenton and north of Haigler, NE.and will provide RF coverage to the proposed rural service area as defined on the included map.  The proposal utilizes an existing tower located in the Benkelman Exchange and a new tower already constructed north of Stratton, NE.  No funding for these towers is requested.  The service areas boundaries as outlined have been defined based on existing BW Telecom telephone exchange boundaries, deletion of areas currently having access to Broadband service as defined by the Commission and by the reasonable limits of probable RF coverage as projected on the service area maps.  The project focuses upon providing Broadband data services to remote, rural areas of southwest Nebraska.
BW Telcomm via Raicom currently owns FCC licenses for the 700 MHz spectrum to be used for Broadband distribution.  Raicom intends to utilize existing fiber optic cable connections from an existing tower in the Benkelman Exchange area and at the proposed new Haigler tower for connection of the proposed Broadband distribution system to its existing Tier 1 router/internet system located in Benkelman, Nebraska.  
Licensed 6 GHz microwave connections will connect the remote towers at Stratton and Trenton, NE. in the proposed funded service area to the BW Telcom Internet router and voice network in Benkelman, NE.  The microwave system shall be initially configured to provide 100 Mbps throughput capacity.  The equipment is software key upgradeable to 400 Mbps of capacity to accommodate any future growth or capacity needs.  

The LTE system that will be deployed is capable of delivering up to 10 Mbps service in the downstream direction and 5 Mbps service in the upstream direction.  The system is expandable with the capability to add additional capacity as needed to meet any growth needs and provide the projected broadband service packages to all subscribers requesting service in the area.  The LTE system to be deployed can exceed the minimum speed standards of 4 Mbps downstream and 1 Mbps upstream as defined by the Commission.
Section 3 – Description of Existing Services in the Proposed Service Area

Text redacted.
Section 4 – Electronic Maps

See attached.
Section 5 – Estimate of the Number of Potential New Broadband Subscribers

Test redacted.
Section 6 – Schedule for Broadband Deployment
Text redacted.
Section 7 – Proposed budget
See attached.
Section 8 – Proposed retail pricing

Text redacted.
Section 9 – A description of the applicant’s commitment
BW Telcom, parent company of Raicom has provided telecommunications services within its certificated exchange area since 1944.  As a long-time provider of telecommunications services in the region, should Raicom be awarded funding, it will commit to providing voice & data services to the rural proposed funded service area for a minimum of 5 years.
Section 10 – A description of the applicant’s commitment to provide data to the Commission 
Raicom Inc. and BW Telcom have provided in the past, and will continue to provide in the future, data to the Commissions’ State Broadband Data & Development program.
Section 11 – A description of the Applicant’s Financial Qualifications

Proprietary and confidential information - Annual Report Form M attached.
Section 12 – Certificate of Public Convenience

BW Telcom currently holds a certificate of public convenience for all of its certificated exchange areas – Benkelman, Wauneta, Haigler and Danbury/Lebanon Exchanges.
Section 13 – Description of Financial Match

Text redacted.
Section 14 – Attest

All statements above are truthful and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

____________________________                            ______________________
          Randall Raile        



                 Notary

President – Raicom Inc..                                       
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